isorderly
screening

HE FULLORING REQUEST csume frum funge
standing subseriber Paul Aungiers,
Who seeks our help in solving  peser

wihich bers o seholars s fans
alike. Inieswded fir the FanFare cofun,
someof the things Pani Bias to sty make for imteresting
reading - beor ry rensons for featturing his wonls here.
K the amsivers ta art A? Or fve any oughts on
Panls other ohsenvation, il yorar replics o me and Fil
et therm to Pouf together 157th my own comienis.

Laum writing to sk i you or any of your readers can assist
me in eompiling a list of the trae running onder of The New
Avengers episodes as originally sereencd by Granada -
North West in 1976 and 1977,

My diaries and reonds of the time are not as thorough
415 | woubd have fiked, so | am wondering if anyenc out
there can liedp to plug the gaps. The titles | have appear (o
follow the same pattern 4s that shown in your book The
Avengers Anew but |am yet o be eonvineed that the
rermmining episodes eanform o that st

{ranada sereened the first season on Fridays at Spm
and the seeond season on Thursdays at Spm.

A First season
20t 76 The Eagles’ Nest
29 Oct 76 House of Cards
5 Nov 76 The Last of the Cybemants...*
12 Nev 76 ?
19 Nov 76 Cat Amongst the Pipeons
26 Nov'76 Tanget
3 DeeT6 !
10 Dec 76 2
17 Dee 76 2
24 ee 76 0o episode shown
31 Dec 76 no episode shown
7 Jan 77 Sleeper
M Jan 77 7
2 Jan 77 2
2B Jan 77 Gnaws
Sooond season
8 Sep T Dead Men are Dangerous
15 Sep 78 Angelsof Death
2 Sep T Medium Rare
29 Sep T The Lion and the Unicorn
B Oct 77 Obsession
13 et 77 Trap
20 Oct 77 o episode shown
0 Oct 77 Kisfor Kill PLT
3 Nov 7 Kisfor Kill P2
10 Nov 77
17 Now 77
U N7 ?
1 Dee 77?7
8 Dee 77 The Gladintors

‘The TV Times advertised “Firward Base” for 17 Now ‘77 but
there was  last minute substitute. “Emily” was advertised
for 24 Nov but here agnin | believe there was a change.

We are forever reading how the ITV networks
hampered the sueeess of The New Avengers by serecning
them on different days and in varios random order

I readers may care i iginal
listing for other ITV regjons,if they should happen to
know them. Documented, the dates and episodes shown do
‘miake for an interesting comparison.

For instance, | had an aerial traised on HTV West
TWitkes in ‘76 90 1 saw iwo luks of The New Avengers each
week, The running onder for some of the following titles
might be in error, bat as far as my old records show,
HTV's listings worked something like this for Sunday
evenings at 7.55pm:

First season
17 Oct ‘76 The Eagle's Nest
24 Oct 77 The Midas Toueh
B Oct T Cat Amongst the Pigecns
7 Nov'77 Houseof Cands
14 Nov 77 The Last of the Cybernauts...?
28 Now'T7 ToCateh a Rat
5 Do ‘77 The Three-Handed Game
12 Pee 77 Sleeper

Disorderly screening - S@yjﬂ:_ed 9
Volume 3 - Number 10 - July 1999




19 Dec 77 Dirticr Ry
[ 7T Tane
T Goaws
Faves
) episude st
“The Tak of the Big Why

(ne paint of interes [ ean vouch for is that due to 2 thander
‘storm, affecting the HTV Moely-Pare transmitter on 17 Oct
77, “The Eagle's Nest” was nod actually shown! You ean
imagne my disappointment, as | had boped to see this new
show five ditys ahead of the rest of the UK. In fact, if my
infurmsation s correet, the peophe of HTV West Wales didn't
el 1o see “The Eagle " until Sunday 5th April 1981

Much as [ would like to have it, I'm afraid | don't have
alisting for the scond season on HTV but | ean eonfirm
Uit eaach episode wa i by
first showing,

Dave's bock The Ultimate Avengers provides us with
{he proceting onfer chrunolosy of The New Avengis. Is
there any elianee we coubd Bave the actual dates for the
start and fnish of the making of each episode?”

13~ Here are some sundry notes of interest to keep in mind
during future sereenings of the Avengers, old and new:

[ioih, “Forwaurd Fase” and “Emily” carry the credit
“prodhuced by Huagh Markow and Jim Hanley” (not Marlow
and Handley as stated in The Ultimate Avengers).
“Comphex” carried the Fennell/Clemens credit throaphout
sctvenngs during the S0, but the most reeent prints now
acknowledge Hugh Marlow and Ross Melean as the
prodcers.

Extra Emma
“K s for Kill™ (part ne) is memorable for containing
coaple of elips of Emma Peel, bt from where did they
ariginate? Dave's books tell us that it was unused film
whilst Cornell, Diay and Topping in their The
Awengers Dossier say: “Footage of Diana Riggs from “The
Winged Avenger™ and “From Yenus With L¥ve” was
used.’ My verdict: The scenes come from “The Winged
Avenger” ani “The Hidden Tiger”, respectively. Logic
suggests that Diana Rigg must have visited the studios
at Pinewnad to do the voice-over for the telephone
Soens s a wonder she didn't consent to da the filmed
inserts in person and take # eredit as guest star | also
doubt that the seenes with Steed telephoning Emma -
complete with the Bentley in the background - are
“unused” 'Bils foutage. Patrick Macnee stands with his
baek to the eanera throughout, ebviously to hide the
passing of age. | am of the upinion that these scencs.
were shot for *K is for Kill"in 1977

The book The Avengers Dossier uneovers several,
previously uncredited members of The New Avengers
cast. For example, in “The Eagle’s Nest™ we find:
Sammie Winmill as ‘Molly'; Maggy Maxwell as
“Dowager” and Raymond Mason as “man with suitcase!”
“Mully’is probably the young women seen polishing
glasses behind the bar of the inn; glimpsed moments
before Steed's imminent arrival on the island. The ‘man
with suitease’ is likely to be the henchman scen rifling

Steal's belongings. | thought | knew “The Eagle’s Nest™
inside-out, but I'm not surc where the Dowager" fitsinf

Another noneredit, that persists, is Anulka Dubinska
s "predty girl” in “Graws”. Other than Purdey no other
female appears in that episode!

Many years agn | saw a photo of Purdey fighting a
beald headed men with a droopy moustache, in what looked
like a quarry for a background. Pundey's clothing and the
Talding, moustacheocd mean sugiestod a soene from
“Hustage.” Yet, the implied location doesn't appear in the
finished episode. Could it be fhat scenes were shot and then
Tater it oul, perliaps o prevent over-running?

Last minute seript ehanges were definitely in evidence
during the Rigg and Thorson ssasons. Aecording b the
eredits, Penclope Keith plays ‘Nanny Brown' in “Something
Nasty in the Nursery”. Has anyone ever spofted her in this
episode? No doubt the same eatting room fate befell acior
Daid Lodg, (remember him & the policeman in “Epic’).
He was credited as ‘Maskel" in the episode “Fog”, yet he is.
nowhene to e seent®

Finally cut of the most unkind kind, concerning
“F™ We were Jod 0 belive that Lumiere had rejvenated
the prints 100% infact. The C4 print however, has a cut of
about 20 seeonds, during the final soene betwoen Steod

Another

filming) is to be fou Faves.” Having put pay to the
villain wickling a bow and arnow, Purdey finds on his
person a piece of card. Wateh carcfully as she removes it
from his pocket. As the light shines on the card we can see:
through it and for a split second it becomnes evident that she
is aclually holding a photograph of herself. Then the camera

o SAW a
photo of
Purdey
fighting a
bald headed
man with

a droopy
moustache...

takes a different close-up angle and the photo Bas
mysterivusly changed to a card reading Mission for the
Distressed and Neady This change of prop coubd indicate a
rarfical turm-around in the storyline. In fact, according fo
The Avengers Dossier, Brian Clemens eommenced writing
e seript, il writers block il way trough and banded
the story aver to Dennis Spooner to complete.

New Alternatives?

Perhiaps if the facts could be laid bare we might find that
there were all kinds of alternative ideas in preparation
for The New Avengers, With Use Canadian episodes, for
insfance, there was press talk about 4 Toronto Star
delivery van with ‘human characteristics' and locations.
sueh as Niagara Falls providing the seenery, Of course
neither of these ﬂunmemmtnpam‘

President” {Nigel Green). Is this soquence
now bast forever o were Channel 4 solely resposible for
theeut?

1 hape the above is of some use to you, and my qoest b
learn the facts about the Granada schedules will be
fortheoming,

Twish you and your team success with all future
issues of Stay Tuned. 1t's a favourite magazine of mine.

Dave Says...

1T warking on #his. Have been for quite sane time
Tronbie is, MKk1's prodhiction records are spread thinly
eivween o ocations am o'ere the bz shall meet [dy
have sare production dates. To make you privy fo these
wuntil T Joeate unguestionable defails for all 26 episodes
wourld anfy serve to complicale matiers.

2 The footarge of Diana Rigeway well have aniginated fom
existing foafage (shot for the episodes mentioned by Corneli,
Dy & Topping - or indeed, your suggestions). Toventy
years:plus down the e, 1 guess we'll never know fhe
answer. Logic fs alf very well but - Diana Rig did NOT
visit the studic to do the wiceover for the telephone seeaes
{at least, her name does tiot appear on any production info
I've huid! eyes o — a5 it MUST have done had she
condescerndod [o d the disiogue) An impressiosist,
perfuaps? Someone vt capturd Rige's vaice foa T. 12
passibility - but | ean't give you a definitive answer. As for
Steed and the Bentley. Yes, indeed. The material was fmed
in the Severties:

3 The names listed in The Avengers Dossier are (I
smggesi) the resuif of same keen-eyed abservation on the
authors’ parl. ‘The Dowager' character rewains 2
mystery.

4. The picIs abmost certainly from “Hostage” and was 1o
dovit edited from the pisde for the reason you give.

4. The Niagara Falls sequence WAS scripied. But
peraission to film this was (f understand) refirsed by the
autboritis. (Shase, really, They migh have askod the
Canadian directir o double for Garabit wihen be look the
phongte over the Fails - thereby saving us froi furdher
misery!)

. Faact. Penclope Keith did two days work on the episode
as:a manny). Pavid Ladge visited the stadia on three
oceasions during the fitwing of “Fug.” Both sequences
were Joft on the cuttig rom foar.

7. Certainly the ruaster-elements processed by Lumiere
were (are) 100% inéaet, as governed by the original
negives. So, yes. Channel 4 ight weil v frisumed this
for reasous best knawn & themselyes:
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